Windows 7 Professional Pre- Axess Configuration

Prerequisites

e Install all required drivers (Network, Chipset, System Management, VGA)
e |Install all Critical Windows Updates
e |nstall latest Adobe reader http://www.adobe.com/

e Install UltraVNC http://www.uvnc.com/download.html (for remote diagnostics)

e Install WinRar http://winrar2008.org (common data compression tool)

Follow ALL system configuration items outlined in this document

e Import Command Prompt CMD.exe to start menu
o Click on the start button
o Inthe search bar directly above the Start button type in CMD
o When you see the icon, right click it and select Pin to Start Menu

Wrindows Command Processor

e Disable User Account Control (UAC)
o Control Panel \ User Accounts \ User Accounts \ Change User Accounts Control settings
o Move the slider bar down to Never notify and click OK.

-

'E‘:;' User Account Control Settings = | ] |-

s

Choose when to be notified about changes to your computer

User Account Control helps prevent potentially harmful programs from making changes to your
computer,
Tell me more about User Account Control settings

Always notify

MNever notify me when:

m

* Programs try to install software or make changes to
my camputer

® [ make changes to Windows settings

iﬁ] Mot recommended. Choose this only if you need to
use programs that are not certified for Windows 7
- because they do not support User Account Control.

Mever notify

[ Hyl OK ll Cancel



http://www.adobe.com/
http://www.uvnc.com/download.html
http://winrar2008.org/

e Configure Static IP for TCP/IPv4 (Obtainable from Network Administrator)
o Control Panel\Network and Internet \ Network and Sharing Center\ Change adapter
settings
= Right Click Local Area Connections and click Properties
= Select Internet Protocol Version 4 and click properties

¢ B
Internet Protocel Version 4 (TCP/IPvE) Properties m

General | Alternate Configuration |

You can get IP settings assigned automatically if your network suppaorts
this capability. Otherwise, you need to ask your network administrator
for the appropriate IP settings.

i@ Obtain an IP address automatically
i) Use the following IP address:

@ Obtain DNS server address automatically

{71 Use the following DMS server addresses:

Validate settings upon exit

[ oK J[ Cancel ]




e Disable Windows Firewall
o Control Panel \ System and Security \Windows Firewall \ Turn Windows Firewall on or

off\

'f{-'\' .‘ ﬂ « Win... » Custormize Settin... Search Control Panel L

Customize settings for each type of network
You can modify the firewall settings for each type of network location that you use,
What are network locations?
Horme or work (private) network location settings
@ ) Turn on Windows Firewall
Block all incering connections, including those in the list of allowed programs

Motify me when Windows Firewall blocks a new program

@ @ Turn off Windows Firewall (not recommended)

Public network location settings
@ 71 Turn on Windows Firewall
Block all incoming connections, including those in the list of allowed programs

Motify me when Windows Firewall blocks a new program

@ i@ Turn off Windows Firewall (not recommended)




Prepping Windows for improved performance..

e Switch theme to “Windows Classic” and set Statmon desktop image.

o Control Panel \ Appearance and Personalization \ Personalization

o Select Windows Classic under “Basic and High Contrast Themes”

EI Personalization - 0] x|
‘ @(_}' |H ~ Appearance and Personalization = Personalization - [‘L]J I Search Control Panel \[i]‘
|a|

Control Panel Home

Change desktop icons
Change mouse pointers

Change your account picture

See also
Display
Taskbar and Start Menu

Ease of Access Center

Change the visuals and sounds on your computer

Click & theme to change the desktop backaround, window color, sounds, and screen saver all at
ance.

Basic and High Contrast Themes (5]

Windows 7 Basic

Windows Classic

High Contrast #1

.
—

High Contrast #2 High Contrast White =

Desktop Background
.

Solid Color Windows Classic Windows Default Mone

High Contrast Black

= )’
=5 O

Window Color Sounds Screen Saver

e THIS STEP IS NOT MANDITORY (only for Statmon Support setup)

o Copy the Statmon Desktop background logo into the ‘My Pictures’ folder. (s-bkgrd-

blue.jpg is located on \\chi-sr-boff03\software )

o Select the Desktop Background and on the next window, Browse to your ‘My Pictures’

folder.

o Select the Statmon desktop logo called ‘s-bkgrd-blue.jpg’ and save your changes.



file://chi-sr-boff03/software

e Right click Start button and select Properties
o Select Lock the tastbar
o Next to Taskbar buttons select Never combine from the pull down menu.

I" Taskbar and Start Menu Properties x|

Taskbar |513rt Menu | Toolbars |

~Taskbar appearance
V¥ Lock the taskbar

[T Auto-hide the taskbar

™ Use small icons

Taskbar location on screen: v
Taskbar buttons: INeuer combine j

—Motification area
Customize which icons and notifications appear in the ¢ jetomize. . |
notification area.

~Preview desktop with Aero Peek

Temporarily view the desktop when you move your mouse to the
Show desktop button at end of the taskbar.

¥ | Use fero Pesk bo preview the deskiop

How do I customize the taskbar?

QK I Cancel Apply

o Inthe ‘Notification area’ section select Customize.....



= Notification Area Icons

‘Oév E + Al Co... = Motification Are...

- m I Search Control Panel

Select which icons and notifications appear on the taskbar

If you choose to hide icons and notifications, you won't be notified about changes

ar updates. Ta view hidden icons at any time, dick the arrow next to the

notification area on the taskbar.

Icons

Behaviors

[F{j‘ Action Center
Solve PC issues: 2 L

[PD Metwork
chicago.statmon. c.

[fy Volume
No speakers or he...

Turn system icons on or off

Restore default icon behaviors

¥ always show all icons and notifications on the taskbar

Cancel

o Select the check box ‘Always show all icons and notifications on the taskbar’

o Above the check box click on “Turn system icons on or off’




RS
‘m? E = Motifica... - System Icons - m I Search Control Panel

Gl

Turn system icons on or off

Turning off a system icon removes the icon and turns off notifications.

System Icons Behaviors
iy Clock I__,

On -
IF Velume on -
[PD Metwork on -

@ Power

[FL? Action Center on - iy

Customize notification icons

Restore default icon behaviors

0] 4 Cancel

o Set all System Icons to ON with the exception of Power which is for a laptop.
o Click OK to exit and save settings.



Right click Start button, select Open Windows Explorer, and then navigate to Organize \ Folder
and search options
Select
o Display full path in title bar (Classic Theme only)
o Show hidden files, folders, and drives
De-Select
o Hide extension for known file types
o Hide protected operating system files
o Use sharing wizard
Click Apply and then Apply to Folders

Folder Options x|

General View |Search|

r Folder views
You can apply the view (such as Details or lcons) that
you are using for this folder to all folders of this type.

| Acplyto Folders | Reset Folders

Advanced settings:

, Files and Folders -
O Always show icons, never thumbnails
O Aways show menus
Display file icon on thumbnails
Display file size information in folder tips
Digplay the full path in the title bar (Classic theme only)
, Hidden files and folders
{3 Don' show hidden files, folders, or drives
(¥} Show hidden files, folders, and drives
Hide empty drives in the Computer folder
[ Hide extensions for known file types
[] Hide protected operating system files (Recommended) ﬂ

Restore Defaults |

oK | canced | Ay |

Now that we have selected Show hidden files, folders, and drives, we can add Notepad, and
Register Object to SendTo directory
o Copy Notepad.exe and Regsvr32.exe from C:\windows\system32
o Paste both files in this directory
C:Users\yourusername\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\Windows\SendTo
Note: The location of the SendTo Directory has changed in Windows 7, it is no longer under
Docments and Settings.



e Select the Control Panel \ Appearance and Personalization \ Display

D Display

=10l x|

‘6—6' |T!_I ~ Appearance and... = Display - @J I Search Control Panel

Control Panel Home

Adjust resolution

@ Calibrate color
Change display settings
Adjust ClearType text
Set custom text size (DPI)

See also
Personalization

Devices and Printers

Make it easier to read what's on your screen

You can change the size of text and other items on your screen by
choosing one of these options. To temporarily enlarge just part of the
screen, use the Magnifier tool.

.

& Smaller - 100% (default)  Preview

i Medium - 125%

 Larger - 150%

Apply

o set the Display to Smaller — 100% (default)
o Select Adjust Resolution on the left side




[£] screen Resolution O] x|

‘%v |?-,.-| ~ Display - Screen Resolution - @JI Search Control Panel @1

Change the appearance of your display

Detect |

Identify
Display: | 1. DELL 20077 ¥
Resolution:
Crientation: ILandsmpe j

Advanced settings
Make text and other items laraer or smaller
What display settings should I choose?
Ok Cancel Apply

o Set the Resolution to 1280 x 960 or higher
o Click apply and Ok



Select the Control Panel \ Appearance and Personalization \ Personalization \ Change screen
saver
o Select (None)

':"_:':_1 Screen Saver Settings El
Screen Saver |
%
~ Screen saver
]| sesngs | | previen
Wit L= rminutes [T Onresume, display logon screen
~ Power management
Conserve energy or maximize performance by adjusting display
brightness and other power settings.
Change power settings
K, I Cancel Spply




e Under Personalization \ change Screen saver\ Power management, select Change power

settings.
o Click on the arrow to the right of Show additional plans.

o Then select High performance power plan and click change plan settings.

_lojx

‘OO I& + Hardware and Sound = Power Options - m I Search Control Panel

Control Panel Home Select a power plan

%

) Power plans can help you maximize your computer's performance ar conserve energy.
Require a password on wakeup Make a plan active by selecting it, or choose a plan and customize it by changing its

power settings. Tell me more about power plans

Choose what the power button
does

Preferred plans
Create a power plan

" Balanced (recommended Change plan settings
[ Choose when to turn off the ( )
display Automatically balances performance with energy consurnption on
W Change when the computer sleeps capable hardware.
" Power saver Change plan settings

Saves energy by reducing your computer's performance where
possible.

Hide additional plans

{* High performance Change plan settings

Favors performance, but may use more energy.

See also
Personalization

User Accounts

[




- Edit Plan Settings
6@ l@ = Control Panel = Power Options = Edit Plan Settings

Select Turn off display/sleep “Never” and then click Change advanced power settings...

=l01x]

- m ISearch

File

Edit

Wiew

Tools  Help

Change settings for the plan: High performance

Choose the sleep and display setkings that you want wour computer ko use,

@ Turn off the display:

W Put the computer ta sleep: Mewver

Change adwanced power settings

Restare default settings for this plan

Save changes

Zancel




Click Change settings that are currently unavailable.

-& pPower Options

Advanced settings I

T i Select the power plan that you want to customize, and

then choose settings that reflect how you want your
computer to manage power,

@' Change settings that are currently unavailable

=

FH FHHH

HHMH

High performance <

= Require a password on wakeup
Setting: I'r'es vI

Hard disk

Desktop background settings

Wireless Adapter Settings

Sleep

USE settings

Power buttons and lid
P(CT Fenress LI

Restore plan defaults

2 x

ok | cance | sl




Change the following settings:

o

O
O
O

Require a password on wakeup \ setting: NO
Turn off Hard disk after \ setting: Never
Sleep \ Sleep after\ setting: Never

Sleep \ Hibernate after \ setting: Never

-£ Power Dptions d A
Advanced zettings |
= Select the poweer plan that you wwant to customize, and
\IQ then choose settings that reflect how you want wour
Computer to manage powner,
IHigh performance [Active] j
o

= Additional settings

= Require a password on wakeup

Setting: Mo

= Hard disk

= Tutn off hard disk after
Setting (Minutes):
Wi¥ireless Adapter Settings
Sleep
5B settings

Power buttans and lid
OrT Evimracs

F FH H

1

Restore plan defaults

d

o ]

Cancel |

Zpply




e Select the Control Panel \ Clock, Language, and Region\ Date and Time
o Under the Internet Time tab select Change settings..

g Date and Time

o

ffe ) e T

o Click OK



o Set the Short date to MM/dd/yyyy
o Set the Long time to HH:mm:ss

‘; Region and Language

Farmats | Lu:ucatiu:unl K.evboardz and Languagesl .ﬁ.dministrativel

Select the Control Panel \ Clock, Language, and Region\ Region and Language

— Date and tirme formats

First day of week: ISunda}-‘

Wifhat does the notation mean?

Short date: [ MMy [
Long date: [ detddd, MMMM dd, yyyy =l
Short time: [hirnm £ |
Long time: [HH:mm:ss =]

[

~ Examples
Shart date: n3/08,2010
Long date: Monday, March 08, 2010
Short tirme: 4:37 P
Long tirme: 16:37:25

Sdditional settings...

Go anline ta learn about changing lanquages and reqional formats

k. I Cancel

Apply




e Under Control Panel \ System and Security \ System
o select Advanced system settings on the Left
o Select the Advanced tab then click “Settings” for Performance...

System Properties




e Select Adjust for best performance and apply

Performance Options

[ animate controls and elements inside windows
[ Animate windows when minimizing and maximizing
[ Fade or slide menus into view

[ Fade or slide ToolTips into view

[ Fade out menu items after clicking

O show preview and filters in folder
O show shadows under menus

O show shadows under mouse pointer
O show thumbnails instead of icons

O show translucent selection rectangle
[ 1 Show window contents while dragoi




o Select the Advanced Tab on the Performance Options window

Performance Options

o Select the Change button in the Virtual memory section



o On the Virtual Memory window remove the check mark next to ‘Automatically manage
paging file size for all drives’

¥irtual Memory x|

™ aAutomatically manage paging file size For all drives

—Paaqing file size for each drive
Drive [Wolume Label] Paqing File Size (ME)

Syskem managed

Selected drive: C
Space available: 26336 MB

¥ Cuskom size:

Initial size (ME): I 3067
Maxirum size (ME): I 3067

(& Syskem managed size

"~ Mo paging file Set

— Tokal paging file size For all drives
Mimimnurn allowed: 16 MB
Recommended: 3067 MB
Currently allocated: 2045 ME

(0] 4 Cancel

o Select the radio button for Custom size and enter the number listed in the
recommended field for both Initial size and Maximum size.
o Select the set button.

Note: the number entered in the Custom size should be 1 and % times the amount of
physical RAM installed in the machine.



e View the Device Manager and verify there are no device issues (Exclamation next to device tree)

_lojx

File  Action Miew Help

&= 7| HE

Sl STCAdmin-PC
-7 Cormputer
; g Disk drives
‘a Display adapters
t- oty DVDJCD-ROM drives
- Floppry disk drives
t_g Floppy drive controllers
% Human Interface Devices
g IDE ATAJATAPT controllers
Z2 Kevboards
E! Mice and other pointing devices
'l__-:lJ Manitors
[+--B¥ Metwork adapters
-1 Parks (COM & LPT)
; Processars
Sound, wideo and game controllers
78| System devices

1)

i Universal Serial Bus controllers




e Next, under Control Panel \ System and Security \ Windows update
o Click change settings on the left, and select “Check for updates but let me choose
whether to download and install them.”

o Click ok.
_ (O] x|
‘@( }'|"—' = Windows Upd... = Change settings - m I Search Control Panel ¥e)

|»

Choose how Windows can install updates

wehien wour computer is anline, \Windows can automatically check For important updates and inskall them using these
settings. When new updates are awvailable, vou can also install themn before shutting down the computer,

How does automatic updating help me?

Important updates

uk ek me choose whether to download and install them

Install new updates: |Every dav j ak IS:EIIII A j

Recommended updates

¥ Give me recommended updates the same way I receive important updates

Who can inskall updates

¥ allow all users ko install updates on this computer

Microsaft Update

V¥ Give me updates for Microsoft products and check for new optional Microsoft software when I update
Windows

Software notifications

¥ Show me detailed notifications when new Microsoft software is available

@'l Ok | Carcel |




e Ensure Windows Logs for Application, Security, and System have “Overwrite events as needed”
selected. This can be checked under Control Panel \ System and Security \ Administrative tools \

Event Viewer \ Windows Logs.
o Right click on the Application, Security, and System icon and select properties.

Note: “Overwrite events as needed” is on, by default.

Log Properties - Application {Type: Administrative) 1[

General Subscriptinnsl

Full Marre: Application

Log path: I%SystemRDDt%\System32\Wineu’t‘\Logs\App|icatinn.E\.-'tx
Log size: 1.07 MB(1,118,208 bytes)

Created: Friday, March 05, 2010 3:12:19 Phd

todified: Friday, March 05, 2010 2:41:53 PR

Accessed: Friday, March 05, 2010 3:12:19 PR

M Enable [agging
Maximurm log size (KB 2043[|ﬁ

When maximum ewvent log size is reached:

& Owepntite events as needed (oldest events first)
" Agchive the log wehen full, do not ovenurite events

" Do not overtite events { Clear logs rmanually )

Clear Log |
OF I Cancel | Lpply |




Installing Required Windows Components from Programs and Features

Note: External media is not required to install these components in Windows 7

Under Control Panel \ Programs \ Programs and Features, select Turn Windows features on or off

gl Programs

=101 %]

-
@e' E ~ Control Panel = Programs -

v 3 I Search Control Panel

Control Panel Home

System and Security
Metwork and Internet
Hardware and Sound

+ Programs
U=zer Accounts and Family Safety
Appearance and Personalization
Clack, Language, and Region

Ease of Access

@

e

Programs and Features

Uninstall a program '?;'Turn Wyindows Features on or off
Wiew installed updates

Rur programs made For presvious versions of Windaws

Haows tavinskall a program

Default Programs
Zhange default setkings for media or devices

Make a file type always openin a specific program
Set vour default programs

Desktop Gadgets
Add gadgets to the desktop  Get more gadgets online
Uninskall a gadget | Restore desktop gadoets installed with \Windows




Install the following Windows components and sub components:

o IS

o

Turn Windows features on or off (7]

Tao kurn a Feature on, select its check bax, Ta turn a Feature off, clear its
check box, & filled box means that only part of the Feature is furned on.,

= | 115 6 Management Compatibility -
, 115 & Management Consale
| 115 & Scripting Toals
| 115 & WHI Compatibilicy
| 115 Metabase and I15 & configuration cormpatibiliky

, 115 Management Consale
15 Management Scripks and Tools
O . II5 Management Service
= J Warld Wide Web Services
= , Application Developrment Features
, .MET Extensibility
| RSP
; ASP.MET
; CEl
; 15API Extensions
, ISAPI Filbers
, Server-Side Includes
= . Common HTTP Features

O

OERKOROR

| Skatic Conkent

, WwebDaY Publishing

= . Health and Diagnostics

J icuskamn Logging

; HTTP Logaging

, Logging Tools

| QDEC Logging

, Request Manitar

; Tracing

= | Performance Features

; Dyvnamic Conktent Compression
) Static Content Compression

) Security

| o | Tk F TrmF, Fime O Ll Foble WA= e

. Default Document
| Directory Browsing
. HTTF Errors

[0 | . HTTF Redirection

O

ORO00RXO

O

Ik Cancel

O

O

Click Ok when all your check boxes look like the image above.
Installation will take a few minutes.



e MSMQ

o Select Message Queuing and Expand

=

Turn Windows features on or off (7]

Ta turn a Feature an, seleck iks check bosx, To turn a Feature aff, clear
its check box, A& filled box means that only part of the feature is

kurned an,

Select Message Queuing Services and Expand

Select Message Queuing Server
Message Queuing Triggers
HTTP Support

Multicasting Support
Click Next and wait for installation to complete

<

= | Microsoft Message Queue (MM Server -
= | Microsaoft Message Queus (M3IMO) Server Core
D ; MSMO Active Direckory Domain Services Inteng
1510 HTTP Suppark
| M3MG Triggers
| Multicasting Support
O | M3MQ DCoM Praxy

o

oK Zancel

o Click Ok when all your check boxes look like the image above.
o Installation will take a few minutes.

Proceed to install Axess



